
	
  

Determine Your Wants vs. Needs 
 
Hunting for a home can be a time consuming process, especially if you 
have not determined the parameters of your search in advance. Take a 
few minutes to develop your own list of needs and wants (you must 
differentiate between your truly need and what you would like to 
have) 
 
1.   Write down your needs and wants 
 
     Needs are the essentials, the basics that you must have: number of bedrooms, number of    
     bathrooms, located close to school or to your workplace, parking, etc. 
 
     Wants are nice to have but not essentials: fireplace, wood floors, views, pool, deck, etc. 
 
2.   Decide if you really need or just want the items on your list, cross off the unnecessary items 
  
3.   Prioritize your wants and needs. Mark those items that you are willing to compromise on, in  
     case you need to, cross off the items you don’t really want or need. 
 
4.   Use the list when looking for housing. Also send your list of wants and needs to your real     
     estate agent 
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